Appl. No. 09/884741 

Amdt. dated 10/10/2006 

Reply to Office Action of 04/10/2006 



REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of this application in view of the 
following remarks. 

PRELIMINARY COMMENTS 

Aggregator v. Provider 

Applicant after reviewing the Examiner's Response to Arguments in the 
04/10/2006 Office communication believes that the Examiner is confusing "aggregator" with 
"provider". 

Specifically, the Office at 50 states with respect to Applicant's claim 1 : 

5 0 . ... All the Applicant is claiming is a device attempting to 
connect to an ISP . This is not novel and AOL® has been providing 
services like this for over a decade . 

(Emphases added.) 

APPLICANT MOST STRONGL Y PISA GREES. 

Firstly . AOL® is a provider not an aggregator. AOL® is a provider of services. More 
specifically, AOL® is a provider of Internet services i.e. an ISP. AOL® is not a service 
aggregator. 

Secondly, Applicant has gone into great detail in the specification as to the distinction 
between aggregator and provider, providing examples, etc. They are not the same. 
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Thirdly , the distinction between aggregator and provider is well known . Attached are 
definitions for "provider" and "aggregator" from Webster's 1 828 dictionary showing the 
differences were well known for over 150 years. (Exhibit A. and Exhibit B respectively.) 
Aggregator is not the same as provider. 

Applicant submits that the Office is improperly equating 'aggregator' with "provider' without 
any rationale or reason. 

Claims 25 and 26 - Examiner has failed to perform a substantive Examination 

Applicant noted in the last response that the Examiner has twice failed to provide 
Applicant with any rationale for rejection. 

Applicant notes that the Office has now lumped claims 25-26 in a general rejection. 
Such action does not advance the prosecution and is non-responsive to Applicant's request 
for examination and relief as previously noted. 

Applicant hereby incorporates the previous request herein as if stated fully herein. 

Should the Examiner fail to provide an adequate legally reasoned response to 
Applicant's prior request within the next communication as to why the relieve requested 
should not be granted, then this paper is to be treated as a petition to the Commissioner 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 83 to suspend or waive such requirements of the regulations as 
justice requires to preserve Applicant's rights and prevent any unnecessary extinguishment 
of Applicant's rights. 
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Claim 1 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) - Ward 

The Office at 3-6 states: 
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Applicant's claim 1 recites: 

1 . A method comprising: 

receiving at a service aggregator information from a device first : and 
transmitting information from the service aggregator to the device directing 

the device to communicate with a service provider. 

(Emphases added.) 



Firstly. 
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As claimed by Applicant in claim 1 , the service aggregator receives information from 
the device first . Ward on the other hand discloses sending information to the device 
(camera) first . These are not the same. That is. in Applicant's claim 1 . the device first 
sends information and then receives information , Ward teaches the device first receiving 
information and then sending information. Sending information first (Ward) is different 
than receiving information first (Applicant). 

Ward throughout teaches sending information to the device first and nowhere 
suggests the device sending information first. 

For example, in Ward's Abstract, the first sentence is: 

A network configuration file is generated at a host computer and downloaded to a digital camera . 
(Emphases added.) 

At the Ward reference cited by the Office (col. 2, line 59 - col. 3, line 1 4), Ward 
discloses: 

When the camera K) is first purchased .... it is connected to the PC"! 1 2 ...PC 3 2 will enable 
the user to specify the name of a destination ISP or online service and to input from the host PC 
keyboard 44 the appropriate communication settings and account information. This information 
generates a network configuration file, which then can then be downloaded to the camera ... and 
written to the camera's internal memory 28 and/or the removable memory card 30. Alternatively, a 
host PC equipped with a memory card reader/writer 42 can write the information directly to the card 
.... Also, this information could be predetermined by the user and stored in a "preferences" file on 
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the host PC 12 and then transferred to the camera 1 0 from this file without further intervention by 
the user. ... 

Additionally, Ward in Figure 1 shows sending information (from 12) to the device 10 
(memory card 30) first and then some time later the device 1 0 communicating with a online 
service 14. 

Thus Ward does not disclose, nor does it even suggest, Applicant's claim 1 limitation 
of ' receiving at a service aggregator information from a device first." 

Since Ward does not disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 1 , Ward does not 
anticipate Applicants claim 1 . Applicant therefore respectfully requests allowance of claim 
1 and all claims dependent on claim 1 . 



Secondly, 

Second, as claimed by Applicant in claim 1 , transmitting information from the service 
aggregator to the device directing the device to communicate with a service provider . Ward 
on the other hand discloses sending configuration information to the device (camera) from 
a first device such as a personal computer, and then having the camera initiate a 
communication to a second device, such as an online provider. 

Ward thus discloses a sequence such as this: 

1 ) send from a first source information to configure the device (camera): 
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2) wait till user presses a "send" button; and 

2) device (camera) contacts a service provider based on configuration information. 

Applicant on the other hand discloses in claim 1 a sequence such as this: 

1 ) send information from device first to service aggregator; 

2) service aggregator sends service provider information to device; and 

3) device contacts service provider. 

These are not the same. Nowhere does Ward disclose or suggest what Applicant 
has claimed in claim 1 . Ward throughout teaches sending information to the device first 
and nowhere suggests the device sending information first. Ward does not disclose or 
suggest that the online service first receives information from the device before it 
then directs the device to another online service. 

For example, in Ward's Abstract: 

A network configuration file is generated at a host computer and downloaded to a digital camera . 
This file contains instruction information for communicating with a selected destination via a 
communications interface. The digital camera includes a "send" button .... When the user selects 
this option, the communications port settings, user account specifics, and destination connection 
commands are read from the network configuration file on the removable memory card. Examples of 
these settings include serial port baud rate, parity, and stop bits, as well as account name and 
password. 
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(Emphases added.) 

Thus Ward discloses communication to the service provider when the user presses 
a 'send' : button. Ward does not disclose "directing the device to communicate with a 
service provider' as Applicant has claimed. 

At the Ward reference cited by the Office (col. 2, line 59 - col. 3, line 1 4), Ward 
discloses: 

When the camera 10 is first purchased (or at any time thereafter), it is connected to the PC 12 
via the host PC 36 interface and a software application (stored on a disc 45) running on the host PC 
12 will enable the user to specify the name of a destination ISP or online service and to input from 
the host PC keyboard 44 the appropriate communication settings and account information. This 
information generates a network configuration file, which then can. then be downloaded to the 
camera 10 through ihe host PC interface 36. which may be a wired or infrared (e.g., IrDA) interface, 
and written to the camera's internal memory 28 and/or the removable memory card 30, Alternatively, 
a host PC equipped with a memory card reader/writer 42 can write the information directly to the 
card 30 without connecting the camera through its host PC interface 36. Also, this information could 
be predetermined by the user and stored in a "preferences 1 ' file on the host PC 12 and then 
transferred to the camera 10 from this file without further intervention by the user. Multiple sets of 
destination services can be stored on the memory card 30, Typically, keyword or graphic descriptors 
(e.g., icons) accompany the information in the network configuration file about destination services 
to enable easy access by the camera user. 
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Ward does not disclose or suggest at the reference cited anything about " transmitting 
information from the service aggregator to the device directing the device to communicate with a 
service provider" as Applicant has claimed in claim 1 . 

Since Ward does not disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 1 , Ward does not 
anticipate Applicant's claim 1 . 

Applicant for this additional reason (Secondly) therefore respectfully requests 
allowance of claim 1 and all claims dependent on claim 1 . 

Claim 2 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) - Ward 

The Office at 7 states: 
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3, line 14) . 

Applicant's claim 2 recites: 

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising the service aggregator communicating 
information about the device to the service provider. 



Firsth 
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Claim 2 is dependent on claim 1 and as explained above in the Claim 1 discussion, 
Ward does not disclose receiving information from the device first. Since Ward does not 
disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 1 , Ward does not anticipate Applicant's claim 2. 

Secondly 

Nowhere in the cited section (e.g. col. 2, line 59-col. 3. line 14) is there any mention 
of a service aggregator communicating any information to a service provider. 

What Ward discloses in the cited section is a camera 'is connected to the PC" and 
the PC 'will enable the user to specify the name of a destination ISP or online service." 

Thus what Ward discloses is a PC to device (camera in this case) communication. 
A PC to device communication (Ward) is not the same as a "service aggregator 
communicating information about the device to the service provider" as in 
Applicant's claim 2. 

Since Ward does not disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 2, Ward does not 
anticipate Applicant's claim 2. 

Applicant for the reasons respectfully requests allowance of claim 2. 



Claim 4 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) - Ward 

The Office at 8 states: 
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Applicant's claim 4 recites: 

4. The method of claim 1 further comprising the service aggregator communicating user 
options to the device. 



Firstly 

Claim 4 is dependent on claim 1 and as explained above in the Ciaim 1 discussion, 
Ward does not disclose receiving information from the device first. Since Ward does not 
disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 1 . Ward does not anticipate Applicant's claim 4. 



Secondly 

Nowhere in the cited section (e.g. col. 2, line 59 - col. 3, line 14, "preferences") is 
there any mention of the service aggregator communicating user options to the device. 

What Ward discloses in the cited section is a camera Is connected to the PC" and 
the PC 'will enable the user to specify the name of a destination ISP or online service.'' 
"Also, this information could be predetermined by the user and stored in a 'preferences' file 
on the host PC 1 2 and then transferred to the camera 10 from this file without further 
intervention by the user." 

Thus what Ward discloses is a PC to device (camera in this case) communication 
where the contents of the communication may be predetermined by the user in a file; 
however the communication is still from the PC to the device. A PC sending to a device a 
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predetermined preferences file (Ward) is not the same as a "service aggregator 
communicating user options to the device" as in Applicant's claim 4. 

Since Ward does not disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 4, Ward does not 
anticipate Applicant's claim 4. 

Applicant for the above reasons respectfully requests allowance of claim 4. 



Claim 6 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) - Ward 

The Office at 9 states: 
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Applicant's claim 6 recites: 

6. The method of claim 1 wherein the information from the device is input by a user. 
Firstly 

Claim 6 is dependent on claim 1 and as explained above in the Claim 1 discussion, 
Ward does not disclose receiving information from the device first. Since Ward does not 
disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 1 . Ward does not anticipate Applicant's claim 6. 
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Secondly 

Nowhere in the cited section (e.g. col. 3, lines 14-39 ; "take pictures") is there any 
mention wherein the information from the device is input by a user. 

What Ward discloses in the cited section is "steps used to automatically transmit 
images ... After disconnecting the camera from the host PC, the user operates the camera 
to take pictures . .. As the user takes or reviews images on the image LCD display, the 
decision can be made to transmit one or more images... This is done by choosing one of 
the keywords or icons in a menu ... through the user buttons:' 
(Emphases added.) 

Thus what Ward discloses after disconnecting and taking pictures is a possible 
transmission of images by choosing user buttons. This is not the same as a user inputting 
to a. device information which is first sent to a. service aggregator. 

Since Ward does not disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 6, Ward does not 
anticipate Applicant's claim 6. 

Applicant for the above reasons respectfully requests allowance of claim 6. 



Claim 7 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) - Ward 

The Office at 1 0 states: 
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dest mat ion" ! . 
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Applicant's claim 7 recites: 

7. The method of claim 1 wherein communication with the service provider further 
comprises receiving from the service provider an aggregation of choices for the device. 

Firstly 

Claim 7 is dependent on claim 1 and as explained above in the Claim 1 discussion, 
Ward does not disclose receiving information from the device first. Since Ward does not 
disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 1 , Ward does not anticipate Applicant's claim 7. 

Secondly 

Nowhere in the cited section (e.g. col. 1 , lines 51-67. "selected destination") is there 
any mention wherein communication with the service provider further comprises receiving 
from the service provider an aggregation of choices for the device. 

What Ward discloses in the cited section is ;: a. network configuration file is generated 
at a host computer and dovi/nloaded to a digital camera . This file contains instruction 
information for communicating with a selected destination via a communications interlace. 
The digital camera includes a 'send' button or LCD icon which allows the user to easily 
transmit one or more images via a wired or wireless communications interface to a desired 
destination." 
(Emphases added.) 
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Thus what Ward discloses is a set of destinations that are generated on a PC, 
downloaded to a camera, and may be selected by a user. This is not the same as a 
communication with the service provider further comprises receiving from the service 
provider an aggregation of choices for the device. 

In Ward's disclosure the destinations are pregenerated and later picked to send 
pictures from the device to the destination whereas in Applicant's claim, the device receives 
from the service provider an aggregation of choices for the device. These are totally 
different because sending is not the same as receiving . 

Since Ward does not disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 7, Ward does not 
anticipate Applicant's claim 7. 



Applicant for the above reasons respectfully requests allowance of claim 7. 



Claim 8 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) - Ward 

The Office at 1 1 states: 
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Applicant's claim 8 recites: 

8. The method of claim 7 wherein the choices are displayed on the device and a user may 
select a specific choice. 
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Firstly 

Claim 8 is dependent on claim 1 and as explained above in the Claim 1 discussion, 
Ward does not disclose receiving information from the device first. Since Ward does not 
disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 1 : Ward does not anticipate Applicant's claim 8. 

Secondly 

Claim 8 is dependent on claim 7 and as explained above in the Claim 7 discussion, 
Ward does not disclose receiving from the service provider an aggregation of choices for 
the device. Since Ward does not disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 7, Ward does 
not anticipate Applicant's claim 8. 

Thirdly 

Nowhere in the cited section (e.g. col. 3, lines. 15-39, ". . . which are displayed on 
the LCD ...") is there any mention wherein the "choices" are from the service provider. 

What Ward discloses in the cited section is "After disconnecting the camera from the 
host PC, the user operates the camera to take pictures... the decision can be made to 
transmit one or more images... This is done by choosing one of the keywords or icons in a 
menu ...which are displayed on the LCD 24 and selected, e.g., through the user buttons 
26. " 

These "choices" are preloaded in the camera (see Ward, (e.g. col. 2 line 59 - col. 3. 
line 14) which i s not the same as receiving Irom the service provider an aggregation of 
choices for the device and then displaying them as in Applicant's claim 8. 
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Since Ward does not disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 8, Ward does not 
anticipate Applicant's claim 8. 

Applicant for the above reasons respectfully requests allowance of claim 8. 

Claim 17 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) - Ward 
The Office at 12 states: 

12, Claim 17 is rejected for .similar reasons as stated above. 

Applicant's claim 1 7 recites: 

17. A machine-readable medium having stored thereon instructions, which when 
executed by a processor, causes said processor to perform the following: 
receive at a service aggregator information from a device first : and 
transmit information from the service aggregator to the device directing the 
device to communicate with a service provider . 

(Emphases added.) 

Firstly. 



As claimed by Applicant in claim 1 7. receive at a service aggregator information from 
a device first . Ward on the other hand discloses sending information to the device 
(camera) first . These are not the same. That is, in Applicant's claim 1 7, the device first 
sends information and then receives information, Ward teaches the device first receiving 
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information and then sending information. Sending information first (Ward) is different than 
receiving information first (Applicant). 

Ward throughout teaches sending information to the device first and nowhere 
suggests the device sending information first. 

For example, in Ward's Abstract, the first sentence is: 
A network configuration file is generated at a host, computer and downloaded to a digital camera , 
(Emphases added.) 

Ward (see col. 2. line 59 - col. 3. line 14) discloses: 

When the camera 10 is firsi purchased .... ii is connected lo ihe PC 12 ...PC 12 will enable 
the user to specify the name of a destination ISP or online service and to input from the host PC 
keyboard 44 the appropriate communication settings and account information. This information 
generates a network configuration file, which then can then be, downloaded to the camera ... and 
written to the camera's internal memory 28 and/or the removable memory card 30. Alternatively, a 
host PC equipped with a memory card reader/writer 42 can write the information directly to the card 
. . .. Also, this information could be predetermined by the user and stored in a "preferences" file on 
the host PC 12 and then transferred to the camera 10 from this file without further intervention by 
the user. . . . 

Additionally, Ward in Figure 1 shows sending information (from 12) to the device 10 
(memory card 30) first and then some time later the device 1 0 communicating with a online 
service 14. 
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Thus Ward does not disclose, nor does it even suggest, Applicant's claim 1 7 
limitation of "receive at a service aggregator information from a device firsts 

Since Ward does not disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 1 7, Ward does not 
anticipate Applicant's claim 1 7. Applicant therefore respectfully requests allowance of 
claim 1 7 and all claims dependent on claim 1 7. 

Secondly, 

Second, as claimed by Applicant in claim 1 1, transmit information from the service 
aggregator to the device directing the device to communicate with a service provider . Ward 
on the other hand discloses sending configuration information to the device (camera) from 
a first device such as a personal computer, and then having the camera initiate a 
communication to a second device, such as an online provider. 

Ward thus discloses a sequence such as this: 

1 ) send from a first source information to configure the device (camera): 

2) wait till user presses a i! send ,: button; and 

2) device (camera) contacts a service provider based on configuration information. 

Applicant on the other hand discloses in claim 1 7 a sequence such as this: 
1 ) send information from device first to service aggregator; 
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2) service aggregator sends service provider information to device; and 

3) device contacts service provider. 

These are not the same. Nowhere does Ward disclose or suggest what Applicant 
has claimed in claim 1 7. Ward throughout teaches sending information to the device first 
and nowhere suggests the device sending information first, nor does it disclose or suggest 
that the oniine service first receives information from the device before it then directs the 
device to another online service. 

For example, in Ward's Abstract: 

A network configuration file is .generated at a host computer and downloaded to a digital camera . 
This file contains instruction information for communicating with a selected destination via a 
communications interface. The digital camera includes a "send" button .... When the user selects this 
option, the communications port settings, user account specifics, and destination connection 
commands are read from the network configuration file on the removable memory card. Examples of 
these settings include serial port baud rate, parity, and stop bits, as well as account name and 
password. 

(Emphases added.) 

Thus Ward discloses communication to the service provider when the user presses 
a i! send ,: button. 

Ward (see col. 2, line 59 - col. 3, line 14) discloses: 
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When the camera 10 is first purchased (or at any time thereafter), it is connected to the PC 1 2 
via the host PC 36 interface and a software application (stored on a disc 45) running on the host PC 
12 will enable the user to specify the name of a destination ISP or online service and to input from 
the host PC keyboard 44 the appropriate communication settings and account information. This 
information generates a network configuration file, which then can then be downloaded to the 
camera 10 through ihc host PC interface 36. which may be a wired or infrared (e.g., IrDA) inierface. 
and written to the camera's internal memory 28 and/or the removable memory card 30. Alternatively, 
a host PC equipped with a memory card reader/writer 42 can write the information directly to the 
card 30 without connecting the camera through its host PC interface 36. Also, this information could 
be predetermined by the user and stored in a "preferences" file on the host PC 12 and then 
transferred lo the camera 10 from ihis file without further intervention by the user. Multiple sets of 
destination services can be stored on the memory card 30. Typically, keyword or graphic descriptors 
(e.g., icons) accompany the information in the network configuration file about destination services 
to enable easy access by ihc camera, user. 

Ward does not disclose or suggest at the reference cited anything about "transmit 
information from the service aggregator to the device directing the device to communicate 
with a service provider" as Applicant has claimed in claim 1 7. 

Since Ward does not disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 1 7, Ward does not 
anticipate Applicant's claim 17. Applicant for this additional reason (Secondly) therefore 
respectfully requests allowance of claim 17 and all claims dependent on claim 17. 
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Claims 1. 13-17. and 19-28 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) - Anderson 

The Office at 1 3 states: 

1 . ^1 -nun. j , 1 -L" -nfi ! l'<-„ il- L-T- I" - 1 nri 1-L L ti . ■ ,r . L' - ■ - > -i 
1 -in f -lij t- 1 ■ ij -it- I i - r, l-i. .i, -1- -il. , , ^ r m h-i -i 1,-tft-i n i- L - n 



Claim 13 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) - Anderson 

The Office at 1 4-20 states: 

14. F — f — l -ii' Hi f . 1-nm 1 , ^ int-i|i-t-l I ; Mi- E---imin-i , 

-nl-i.- n 1---t.li-.- -i m-tl 1 f - L-lnt-i .ii. lui ^luMiHin 

comprising.: 

l r . 1-1- -L'niriiii [ i n- T mi- U ri - T --ril" ti .ra -i i-— i. -.'[. • 1. I 1 , 

lines 5»-5 5 ) ; 

1 . --n liii f -l ii-- * uri- *1-1 .n -Li- . '-i f- 1- . th- 1--K - u} .n -ii 1 
1-1- -iminin i . -ill n- TT iiii- t- i >n - T --nt fi t li hi 1 l-"-i*- r <-. j. * i. 1 

lines 54-64) ; 

1". 1-t-L-Liinm [ uii 1 x ti iJI; n\ ktim th- 1--k - u} .n -nl -n lin i 
.--ii ri-" T .nn- 1"1 ii in-, h i- 1- . tli- l-"i.*-, .* 1. i' , iin- 1 - 

1, . --nlinf in-.-, j.k t- 1-h- l--i - u x n . ill 1—1- — Liiiinin i -in 1 
•I 1 l ml 1_ n L Utm.j th- . r. ' 'I. i ' / ] J-ti-. - --' ; 

1 1 . l- iri i u.'-i i_n_ ut ii ii [ 1 'j- I- i.-- >v L <n , ii i -n ii ii r ni^.'. i_h.' 

t th- 1- T i i - . .J . ' 1 1 . I i , III,-. in 1 

iitijuntij tu- 1- T i.-- n L .ti 'ill l - '-i T ihj u. -i mint 1l .m th- 
1- l . -. j . - .1 . L' , Lin-. ,J - L - . 

Applicant's claim 13 recites: 

1 3. A method of device relationship management, comprising: 
determining a new connection event from a device: 

sending a new connection message to the device upon said determining said new 
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connection event from said device; 

determining and optionally updating the device upon said sending said new 
connection message to the device; 

sending messages to the device upon said determining and optionally updating the 
device; 

receiving user input from the device upon said sending messages to the device; and 
configuring the device upon said receiving user input from the device. 

(Emphases added.) 

The Office has cited references for Applicant's claim 1 3 limitations; however, the 
Office has taken impermissible leeway in rearranging the elements to find Applicants claim 
i 3 anticipated. 

Specifically, the Office has cut and pasted sequential events that occur in Anderson 
out of sequence to match those of Applicant's claim 1 3. Applicant submits that the Office 
has used hindsight reasoning to make Applicant's claim 1 3 anticipated. 

The Office cites Anderson at col. 10 lines 15-64 in various sections for elements of 
Applicant's claim 13. However, Anderson discloses them in a different order and the result 
is not the same as Applicant's arrangement nor does it make Applicant's claim 1 3 
anticipated. 

Using the Office's cited lines of Anderson, the table below indicates the reordering 
that occurred in Anderson's reference. 
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Applicant's 
order 


Anderson's 
order 


13, A method of device relationship management, comprising: 






determinin 0 a new connection event from a device 




3 


sending a new connection message to the device upon said 
determinin 0 said new connection event from said device 


2 


4 


determining and optionally updating the device upon said 
sending said new connection message to the device; 


3 


2 


sending messages to the device upon said determining and 
optionally updating ihe devkv; 


4 


3 


receiving user input from the device upon said sending 
messages to the device; and 


5 


1 


configuring the device upon said receiving user input from 
the device. 


6 


3 



The Office cited the same lines 38 - 53 for three of Applicant's elements, however, a 
glaring example of rearrangement is that of 'receiving user input from the device". In 
Anderson (linesl 5 - 29) receiving user input is first. In Applicant's claim 1 3 it is fifth. 

Applicant submits that Anderson does not anticipate Applicant's claim 13. that claim 
1 3 is patentably distinct over the cited att and therefore respectfully requests allowance of 
claim 1 3 and claims dependent on claim 1 3. 



Claim 14 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) - Anderson 

ed by the Examiner, 



Applicant's claim 14 recites: 



The Office at 21 states: 

.1. F -ii.-iiij .-1-LiiLi 14, i- ml- -i 

Aril-i. n f-'-i'h-. n t lihiii_r Hi- 1- jl - - uin 

ILL-ILL ■! , r ■ - ...|. ' .1. 1 r llli^ ' - . 
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1 4. The method of claim 1 3 wherein updating the device comprises updating the device's 
memory. 



Claim 14 is dependent on claim 13 and as explained above in the Claim 13 
discussion, Anderson does not disclose Applicant's sequence of events. Since Anderson 
does not disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 1 3 ; Anderson does not anticipate 
Applicant's claim 14. 



Anderson does not disclose updating the device's memory after determining a new 
connection event from a device and then sending a. new connection message to the device. 

Rather Anderson discloses (see Figure 4A and 4B), take pictures 102 press send 106, 

. . .establish connection with default ISP. . . send user ID and PW 118 return info packet with new 

ISP, . . 124. receive info packet 126. write configuration file with ID, password, and default action 
list 1 28 These are not the same. 

Since Anderson does not disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 14. Anderson 
does not anticipate Applicant's claim 14. 

Applicant for the reasons above therefore respectfully requests allowance of claim 

14. 

Claim 15 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 02(e) - Anderson 



Firsth 



Secondly 
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The Office at 22-23 states: 



Applicant's claim 15 recites: 

1 5. The method of claim 1 3 wherein configuring the device further comprises: 
determining a service provider; and 

transferring to the device communication information about the seivice provider. 



Firstly 

Claim 1 5 is dependent on claim 1 3 and as explained above in the Claim 1 3 
discussion, Anderson does not disclose Applicant's sequence of events. Since Anderson 
does not disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 1 3. Anderson does not anticipate 
Applicant's claim 15. 

Secondly 

Anderson does not disclose determining a service provider and transferring to the 
device communication information about the service provider after receiving user input from 
the device after sending messages to the device after determining and optionally updating 
the device after sending a new connection message to the device after determining a new 
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connection event from a device. Rather Anderson discloses ( : . _r . ■: -1 . l 1 ., lin : .:■ 

col. in, linrj ) first "After connecting with the ISP, the camera connects 

to the gateway server 18 and sends unique camera information and/or user information in step 120, 
... the gateway server 18 uses the unique camera information to set up a user account 40 in step 122, 
After creating the user account 40, the gateway server 18 returns an information packet to the camera 
containing new ISP information (if needed), an account ID. and an account password in step 124, 

" ( Kmphases added. ) These are clearly not the same. 

Since Anderson does not disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 1 5, Anderson 
does not anticipate Applicant's claim 1 5. 

Applicant for the reasons above therefore respectfully requests allowance of claim 
1 5 and claims dependent on claim 1 5. 

Claim 16 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 02(e) - Anderson 

The Office at 24 states: 

^4 . f -f -l -ri' in f '1 uili 1 . -lj int- -i_ L i -r - L 1 - t-h- E~ min-i , 

"Sl n h- j . r l -m.- f i in r f "i - 1 j- — l-"i< - iniuuni' l1" i n ml '1iu-l1~i n 

l! nf- . -i" l. - j l T "i l-i fiuHi-i ui[ n. - in. 1"i n i in f t n- l-"i - ^ 

-.-i--tllx.il l ■ nn — 1" i n T ir ti t- U - . -i - [ i i t-i , - . r . < 1 . 1 1 , lin-. 



Applicant's claim 16 recites: 

i 6. The method of claim 1 5 wherein transferring to the device communication information 
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about the service provider further comprises instructing the device to establish a connection 
with the service provider. 



Claim 16 is dependent on claim 15 and as explained above in the Claim 15 
discussion, Anderson does not disclose Applicant's limitations for the two reasons 
discussed. Since Anderson does not disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 1 5. 
Anderson does not anticipate Applicant's claim 16. 



Secondly 

Anderson does not disclose instructing the device to establish a connection with the 
service provider after determining a service provider and transferring to the device 
communication information about the service provider after receiving user input from the 
device after sending messages to the device after determining and optionally updating the 
device after sending a new connection message to the device after determining a new 
connection event from a device. Rather Anderson discloses . _i . i i i >^ -'■ '' - 1 ■ -'■ 
"Continuing with FIG. 4B, the gateway server 18 uses the unique camera information to set up a 
user account 40 in step 122. After creating the user account 4 0, the gateway server 18 returns an 
information packet to the camera containing new ISP information (if needed), an account ID, and an 
account password in step 124. The information packet may also contain a default action list 
specifying what actions should be taken with respect to the images, an advertisement for display on 
the camera, and the URL of the entity-specific website 22. 
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It should be noted that if the camera is used in conjunction with an IP direct phone or is 
provided wilh a phone number for conneclcd lo a dedicated server where ihe user is not billed 
separately for ihe ISP connection, then the steps of providing the camera with default ISP info and 
returning new ISP info, may be omitted." 
(Emphases added.) 

Nowhere does Anderson disclose instructing the device to estabiish a connection 
with the service provider . Anderson returns information, see Anderson Figure 4B at 124. 
Returning information about an ISP is different than instructing the device to establish a 
connection with the service provider. 

Applicant for the reasons above therefore respectfully requests allowance of claim 

16. 

Claims 1 and 17 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e)- Anderson 

The Office at 25 states; 

25. Claims 1 and 17 are rejected for similar reasons stated in claim 
13 

Applicant's claims 1 and 1 7 recite: 

1 . A method comprising: 

receiving at a service aggregator information from a device first; and 
transmitting information from the service aggregator to the device directing the 

device to communicate with a service provider. 
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1 7. A machine-readable medium having stored thereon instructions, which when executed 

by a processor, causes said processor to perform the following: 

receive at a service aggregator information from a device first; and 

transmit information from the service aggregator to the device directing the device to 

communicate with a service provider. 

Whereas, Applicant's claim 1 3 recites: 
i 3. A method of device relationship management, comprising: 
determining a new connection event from a device; 

sending a new connection message to the device upon said determining said new 
connection event from said device; 

determining and optionally updating the device upon said sending said new 
connection message to the device; 

sending messages to the device upon said determining and optionally updating the 
device; 

receiving user input from the device upon said sending messages to the device; and 
configuring the device upon said receiving user input from the device. 

Applicant submits that these rejections for claims 1 and 17 under Anderson 
re: claim 13 amount to no more than a general unfounded "hand-waving'' allegation 

of rejection. They do not advance prosecution. 
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Applicant has no basis upon which to respond since there is no detailed discussion. 
Applicant is left to guess as to the Examiner's reasoning. The best that the Applicant can 
do with such a broad assertion is to submit that for the same reasons discussed above re: 
claim 1 3, that claims 1 and 1 7 are not anticipated by Anderson, and therefore request 
allowance of claims 1 and 1 7. 



Claims 19-28 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) - Anderson 

The Office at 26 states: 

'.lunir J ': 1ft =n> i ^ i ^ : for similar i •• . i,. ctit-i ih.^-. 

Applicant submits that these rejections amount to a general allegation and that 
Applicant has no basis upon which to respond since there is no detailed discussion. The 
best that the Applicant can do with such a broad assertion is to submit that for the same 
reasons discussed above, that claims 19-28 are not anticipated by Anderson, and therefore 
request allowance of claims 19-28. Additionally: 

Specifically with respect to claim 19 . nowhere does Anderson disclose a relationship 
manager, therefore Anderson does not anticipate Applicant's limitation of i! a relationship 
manager for associating the plurality of devices with the plurality of service providers." 
Applicant respectfully requests allowance of claim 19 and claims dependent on claim 19. 
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Specifically with respect to claim 20 . Anderson does not disclose associating a 
device based upon attributes from a specific device, therefore Anderson does not anticipate 
Applicant's limitation "Wherein associating a specific device with a specific service provider 
is based upon attributes from a specific device:' Further, since claim 20 is dependent on 
claim 19 and for the reason stated above claim 19 is not anticipated by Anderson, claim 20 
is not anticipated by Anderson. Therefore, for the above two reasons, Applicant 
respectfully requests allowance of claim 20. 

Specifically with respect to claim 21 . Anderson does not disclose a single service 
aggregator, therefore Anderson does not anticipate Applicant's limitation "wherein the 
plurality of service providers further comprises a single service aggregator." Further, since 
claim 21 is dependent on claim 19 and for the reason stated above claim 19 is not 
anticipated by Anderson, claim 21 is not anticipated by Anderson. Therefore, for the above 
two reasons, Applicant respectfully requests allowance of claim 21 . 

Specifically with respect to claim 22 . Anderson does not disclose associating a 
plurality of devices with a. plurality of service providers, therefore Anderson does not 
anticipate Applicant's limitation "wherein the single service aggregator associates the 
plurality of devices with the plurality of service providers.'' Further, since claim 22 is 
dependent on claim 21 and for the reason stated above ciaim 21 is not anticipated by 
Anderson, claim 22 is not anticipated by Anderson. Therefore, for the above two reasons. 
Applicant respectfully requests allowance of claim 22. 
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Specifically with respect to claim 23 . Anderson does not disclose a relationship 
management server, therefore Anderson does not anticipate Applicant's limitations of "a 
relationship management server connected to a network; a plurality of devices connected 
to the network; a plurality of service providers connected to the network; a communication 
means for exchanging information between the plurality of devices and the relationship 
manager; and a communication means for exchanging information between the plurality of 
devices and the plurality of service providers." Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests 
allowance of claim 23 and claims dependent on claim 23. 

Specifically with respect to claim 24 , Anderson does not disclose a relationship 
manager directing devices to communicate, therefore Anderson does not anticipate 
Applicant's limitation :i wherein the exchanged information from the relationship manager to 
the plurality of devices further directs the plurality of devices to communicate with the 
plurality of service providers. 7 ' Further, since claim 24 is dependent on claim 23 and for 
the reason stated above claim 23 is not anticipated by Anderson, claim 24 is not anticipated 
by Anderson. Therefore, for the above two reasons, Applicant respectfully requests 
allowance of claim 24. 

Specifically with respect to claim 25 . Anderson does not disclose "means for 
transmitting information from the service aggregator to the device informing the device how 
to communicate with a service provider: therefore Anderson does not anticipate 
Applicant's limitations of "An apparatus comprising: means for receiving at a service 
aggregator information from a device: and means for transmitting information from the 
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service aggregator to the device informing the device how to communicate with a service 
provider." Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests allowance of claim 25 and claims 
dependent on claim 25. 

Specifically with respect to claim 26 , Anderson does not disclose means for receiving at a 
service aggregator information from a device. Further, since claim 26 is dependent on 
claim 25 and for the reason stated above claim 25 is not anticipated by Anderson, claim 26 
is not anticipated by Anderson. Therefore, for the above two reasons, Applicant 
respectfully requests allowance of claim 26. 

Specifically with respect to claim 27 . Anderson does not disclose "determining if the 
device has access rights to a service provider after said receiving information from said 
device': therefore Anderson does not anticipate Applicant's limitations of "A method of 
relationship management comprising: receiving information from a device; determining if 
the device has access rights to a service provider after said receiving information from said 
device; and if the device has access rights to the service provider, sending information to 
the device on how to contact the service provider." 1 Therefore, Applicant respectfully 
requests allowance of claim 27 and claims dependent on claim 27. 

Specifically with respect to claim 28 . Anderson does not disclose determining if the 
device has access rights to a service provider after receiving information from the device 
and sending an address of the service provider, therefore Anderson does not anticipate 
Applicant's limitation "wherein said sending information to the device comprises sending an 
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address of the service provider/' Further, since claim 28 is dependent on claim 27 and for 
the reason stated above claim 27 is not anticipated by Anderson, claim 28 is not anticipated 
by Anderson. Therefore, for the above two reasons. Applicant respectfully requests 
allowance of claim 28. 
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Claim 3 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) - Ward in view of Morris 

The Office at 28-29 states: 

^. . i'1-iim l. l — i — ' 1" — 1 un i-i r ti. .i .1' it -K- 1 -lit f uii x -it- -nl- -il 1 — 
■ T --i Uii i ~. n ''„4 i in T -i- TT f II an. r 4 . h . 

^ i. r-. i-i' 1-nm , Uil 1 I n it" . i - iti' -ill," t--i, h th- . -i T 'i'*- 
'iffi-l-it it >mmniii -it in r l-i^- Hit im-iti n t th- i- T -i--. II ni. 
t-'th-. th- k -i— ii - 'ifii-i-it i iiLiiiniiii ntni[ ir'i-it- inf imiti a t tn^ 
l--i - 7 ■-.[. a. l4 7 lin-. i^-'i f . 1 1 t nil h-r-- 1 1 1 "i n t 
it .1 luiui/ .hill in tli- -nt nt th- tint- tli- nr--iiti ii T h ti- 1- t 
( till hi- if in '-ith Uii 1 1 in. - it " iiil 1 1 - in i - * ir~-iii-iit f i - 
.-/.t-m t , 1 -'ni ,-tl tli- mi Ut- inf iiLi-iti ,ii tint - nil -n-11- - in -i t 
u t -- • .tt^'-n- tint * nl 1 ji tt - i t- T i -x It- 1 t--tt m n . -ii 1 Hi 

-i ti-t" ll: llnli h-i lit j th- t- T 1 "- .'-I -tl-it in. t ill t Ji- , it ii- H tu 

-i I .ll ^ 1- ti .'L, ii.-. > I> F II . 

Claim 3 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) - Ward in view of Morris 

Applicant's claim 1 recites: 

1 . A method comprising: 

receiving at a service aggregator information from a device first : and 
transmitting information from the service aggregator to the device directing 

the device to communicate with a service provider. 

(Emphases added.) 

Applicant's claim 3 recites: 
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3. The method of claim 1 further comprising the service aggregator communicating 
update information to the device. 

Claim 3 is dependent on claim 1 . As previously detailed above in the Claim 1 
discussion, Ward fails to teach Applicant's claim 1 limitations of: 1) the device first sending 
information to the service aggregator, and 2) the aggregator then directing the device to 
communicate with a service provider. Nor does Ward in view of Morris nor the combination 
of Ward and Morris disclose or suggest these limitations as Applicant has claimed in either 
claim 1 or dependent claim 3. 

Ward is concerned with transmitting still camera images to an online service which is 
essentially a one way transfer, whereas Morris is concerned with establishing a two-way 
communication between a client and a. camera. Morris at the cited reference (col. 1 4. lines 
1 2 - 30) discloses handling a plurality of cameras. Applicant submits that there is no 
motivation to combine these references. The Office sites a rationale for combination as 
convenience on the part of the user: however. Ward specifically teaches away from this 
and specifically mentions using a personal computer hooked to the device or a memory 
card to download configuration file information. Combining Morris with Ward is not possible 
without extensive modification of Ward because Ward gets configuration information from 
a host pc 12 (see Ward Figure 1) and Ward does not provide a way for the communications 
network 40 to update the memory. 

The Office states at 29 " i- m nil u-r-- — r, .1 *-j t- - rj - ,f i in^w ,vu\ 

in Mi- -Lit- -it- Mi- 1- mi- Mi- iir'-nt-i >n -, T -u- T u -i 1— t- . — M in- U 'in - "MMi 

\Ut J ■■■•.U. M . ■ 1 1 _L 1 • - :i. L - ■ I) ' Ii I 1 1 . .- . > u 1 1 -t i ■ 1) ■ 
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Jl - -L 1- T ± -1 1 i- 1 f-i^Ul-. 'li ..ill 1- 1''- T_Ii -L ii-f- ] \. ! tl-lll lj-t T HlJ 

CD ROM) . 

(Emphases added.) 

Applicant most strongly disagrees with the Office's assertion. Morris specifically 
details sending commands to the camera to effect a transfer of pictures. For example in 
Morris's Abstract it states: 'The executable program connects the digital imago capture unit and 

the server computer system. The executable program communicates commands between the client 
computer system and the digital image capture unit, such that data captured by the digital image 
capture unit is transferred to the client computer system via the server computer system." 
(Emphases added.) 

Morris repeatedly states this in numerous places (e.g. Abstract; Figure 7 at 770; 
Figure 8 at S35; Figure 9 at 920: col. 4, line 64; col. 1 2. line 60; col. 1 3, line 43: etc.) a 
representative sample is In step 835. camera 300 receives commands from and transmits 
data to a client using a Web browser../' (Morris at col 1 5, lines 27-28.) (Emphasis added.) 

Nowhere in Morris is there any mention of sending update information to a device. 
Further Morris specifically teaches away from updating the camera by specifically 
mentioning no need for updating the camera. "Also, by locating the present invention on a Web 
server (e.g., Web server 161 of FIG. 1A), the Web server becomes a local point for accessing and 
managing a plurality of cameras that othenvise would have to be managed and configured 
separately " (Morris at col. 14. lines 12-16) (Emphases added.) 

Thus Ward in view of Morris does not make obvious what Applicant has claimed in 

claim 3. Applicant therefore requests allowance of claim 3. 

Response to OA of 04-10-2006 Page 38 of 63 Application No. 09/884741 

Filed via EFS on 10 October 2006 



Appl. No. 09/884741 

Amdt. dated 10/10/2006 

Reply to Office Action of 04/10/2006 



Claim 5 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 03(a) - Ward in view of Miqhdoll 

The Office at 30-31 states: 

! . 'liim l L j- t- uii l-i r ri, .i , i -u i.. } -Hi | iif^ -ir — n+ ±1 1- 
- -l \Ui 1 " 4 l-J in - l- I Hi ,h l 11 i il. _1 . i-i-miH i 

Miqhdoll.) 
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Applicant's claim 1 recites; 

1 . A method comprising: 

receiving at a service aggregator information from a device first : and 
transmitting information from the service aggregator to the device directing 

the device to communicate with a service provider. 

(Emphases added.) 

Applicant's claim 5 recites: 

5. The method of claim 1 further comprising the service provider communicating 
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update information to the device. 



Firstly: 

Claim 5 is dependent on claim 1 . As previously detailed above in the Claim 1 
discussion, Ward fails to teach Applicant's claim 1 limitations of: 1) the device first sending 
information to the service aggregator, and 2) the aggregator then directing the device to 
communicate with a service provider. Nor does Ward in view of Mighdoll nor the 
combination of Ward and Mighdoll disclose or suggest these limitations as Applicant has 
claimed in either claim 1 or dependent claim 5's limitation of "the service provider 
communicating update information to the device;' thus what is claimed in Applicant's claim 
5 is not obvious in light of Ward in view of Mighdoll. Applicant therefore requests allowance 
of claim 5. 

Secondly: 

Mighdoll is concerned with transcoding documents (via a proxy server) "to perform at 
least one of the following functions: (1) matching decompression requirements at the client; (2) 
converting the document into a format compatible for the client; (3) reducing latency experienced by 
the client; and (4) altering, the document to fit into smaller memory space." (See Mighdoll 
Abstract.). (Emphases added.) Applicant submits that there is no motivation to combine 
a transcoding proxy server system (Mighdoll) with a camera that downloads pictures 
(Ward). The Office states a rationale for combination as ''similar reasons stated above" 
presumably referring to Claim 3 discussion, however, Ward specifically teaches away from 
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this and as discussed above at claim 3 specifically mentions using a personal computer 
hooked to the device or a memory card to download configuration file information. 
Combining IVIighdoll with Ward is not possible without extensive modification of Ward 
because Ward gets configuration information from a host pc 12 (see Ward Figure 1) and 
Ward does not provide a way for the communications network 40 to update the memory. 
Thus what Applicant has claimed in claim 5 {"the service provider communicating update 
information to the device") is not obvious in light of Ward in view of Mighdoll. Applicant 
therefore requests allowance of claim 5. 

Thirdly: 

Further, at the cited section •: : . r . col . 16, lines 38-56) Mighdoll is 
discussing notification NOT updating a device. 

3. Asynchronous Notification to Clients by Server 

Another limitation associated with prior art Internet servers is the inability to provide asynchronous 
notification information to the client in the absence of a request from the client to do so. It would be 
desirable, for example, for a server to notify a client on its own initiative when a particular Web page 
has changed or that a particular service is inaccessible. 
(Emphases added.) 

Thus Ward in view of Mighdoll fails to describe 'the service provider communicating 
update information to the device" as Applicant has claimed in claim 5. Thus, Applicant's 
claim 5 is not obvious in light of Ward in view of Mighdoll. Applicant therefore requests 
allowance of claim 5. 
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Claim 5 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) - Anderson in view of Miqhdoll 

The Office at 32-33 states: 
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Applicant's claim 1 recites: 

1 . A method comprising: 

receiving at a service aggregator information from a device first : and 
transmitting information from the service aggregator to the device directing 

the device to communicate with a service provider. 

(Emphases added.) 



Applicant's claim 5 recites: 

5. The method of claim 1 further comprising the service provider communicating 
update information to the device. 
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Firstly: 

Claim 5 is dependent on claim 1 . Anderson fails to teach Applicant's claim 1 
limitations of: 1 ) the device first sending information to the service aggregator, and 2) the 
aggregator then directing the device to communicate with a service provider. Nor does 
Anderson in view of Mighdoll nor the combination of Anderson and Mighdoll disclose or 
suggest these limitations as Applicant has claimed in either claim 1 or dependent claim 5's 
limitation of "the service provider communicating update information to the device." thus 
what is claimed in Applicant's claim 5 is not obvious in light of Anderson in view of Mighdoll. 
Applicant therefore requests allowance of claim 5. 

Secondly: 

Mighdoll is concerned with transcoding documents (via a proxy server) "to perform at 
least one of the following functions: (1) matching decompression requirements at the client; (2) 
converting the document into a format compatible for the client; (3) reducing latency experienced by 
the client; and (4) altering the document to lit into smaller memory space." (See Mighdoll 
Abstract.). (Emphases added.) Applicant submits that there is no motivation to combine 
a transcoding proxy server system (Mighdoll) with configuring a web enabled camera to 
access the Internet (Anderson). The Office states a rationale for combination as 'similar 
reasons stated above" presumably referring to Claim 3 discussion, however, combining 
Mighdoll with Anderson is not possible without destroying the functionality of Anderson 
because Anderson cannot use transcoded documents as update information. Thus what 
Applicant has claimed in claim 5 ('the service provider communicating update information 
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to the device") is not obvious in light of Anderson in view of Mighdoll. Applicant therefore 
requests allowance of claim 5. 

Thirdly: 

Further, at the cited section ■:. j . o:l. ' n . v Mighdoll is 

discussing notification NOT updating a device. 

3, Asynchronous Notification to Clients by Server 

Another limitation associated with prior art Internet servers is the inability to provide asynchronous 
notification information to the client m the absence of a request from the client to do so. It would be 
desirable, for example, for a server to notify a client on its own initiative when a particular Web page 
has changed or thai a particular service is inaccessible. 
(Emphases added.) 

Thus Anderson in view of Mighdoll fails to describe "the service provider- 
communicating update information to the device" as Applicant has claimed in claim 5. 
Thus, Applicant's claim 5 is not obvious in light of Anderson in view of Mighdoll. Applicant 
therefore requests allowance of claim 5. 

34, 

The Office at 34 states: 

34 . 

Applicant notes no text, therefore, no substantive response. 
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Claim 9 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) - Ward in view of Anderson 

The Office at 35-36 states: 




Firstly: 

Claim 9 is dependent on claim 8 which is dependent on claim 7 which is dependent 
on claim 1 . As previously detailed above in the Claim 1 discussion, Ward fails to teach 
Applicant's claim 1 limitations of- 1) the device first sending information to the service 
aggregator, and 2) the aggregator then directing the device to communicate with a service 
provider. Nor does Ward in view of Anderson nor the combination of Ward and Anderson 
disclose or suggest these limitations as Applicant has claimed in either claim 1 or 
dependent claim 9's limitation of "wherein the choices are account choices. ' Thus 
Applicant's claim 9 is not obvious in light of Ward in view of Anderson. Applicant therefore 
requests allowance of claim 9. 
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Secondly: 

Additionally, Ward specifically needs to have preloaded configuration information to 
communicate with the online server. The Office's rationale that this ISP info and returning 
new ISP info : may be omitted" is against both the teachings in Ward and Anderson . Ward 
certainly teaches away from this and to remove this capability from Ward would render 
Ward unworkable . As the Office is aware "To establish a prima facie case of obviousness, ihree 
basic criteria must, be met. First, there must be some suggestion or motivation, either in the 
references themselves or in the knowledge generally available lo one of ordinary skill in the art, to 
modify the reference or to combine reference teachings, Second, there must be a reasonable 
expectation of success. Finally, the prior art reference (or references when combined) must teach or 
suggest all the claim, limitations. The teaching or suggestion to make the claimed combination and 
the reasonable expectation of success must both be found in the prior art and not based on 
applicant's disclosure . In re Vaeck, 947 F.2d 488, 20 USPQ2d 1438 (Fed. Cir. 1991).'" (Emphasis 
added.) {See MPEP 706.02{j).) 

As the Office is aware, for a combination of references to suffice there must be a 
reasonable expectation of success in the combination. "Thus, ihe governing standard is 
emphatically not whether a particular method or process leading to an invention would be "obvious 
to try," In Re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071. 1075. 5> L".S.P.Q.21) (BNA) 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1<>88), but whether 
such an experiment would have been expected to succeed. In Re Merck. 800 F.2d i 09 1 , 1 097. 
231 (J.S.P.Q. (BNA) 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). Moreover, this expectation must be measured with 
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deliberate avoidance of hindsight assessment. Id." Merck <& Co. v. Banbury Plumnacal, Inc., 694 
F. Supp. 1, 29 (D. Del. 1988). (Emphases added.) 

Applicant maintains that the Office has failed to show a reasonable expectation that 
the combination of Ward and Anderson would succeed. 

If Ward is rendered unworkable then the combination with Anderson cannot be 
expected to have a reasonable expectation of success. Applicant maintains that the Office 
has failed to establish a prima facie case of obviousness for Applicant's claim 9 limitation of 
"wherein the choices are account choices:' Applicant therefore requests allowance of 
Applicant's claim 

Claims 10-12 and 18 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) - Ward in view of Anderson 
in further view of Cook 

The Office at 37 states: 

1 '1 tilt' 1 1 -1 _ -III 1 1 - -LL - 1 - t- - 1 HIi 1-1 1 ri . , . 1 . 1 1 -I i i 1 -in 1 
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tuiMn - i- 1 f 1 J' -t -il. „ r n [. x "J ■ li-i-in iti -i ■ }i. 

Claim 10 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) - Ward in view of Anderson in further 
view of Cook 

The Office at 38-40 states: 
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Firstly: 

Claim 10 is dependent on claim 1. As previously detailed above in the Claim 1 
discussion, Ward fails to teach Applicant's claim 1 limitations of: 1) the device first sending 
information to the service aggregator, and 2) the aggregator then directing the device to 
communicate with a service provider. Neither Anderson nor Cook in view of Ward disclose 
or suggest these limitations as Applicant has claimed in either claim 1 or dependent claim 
i 0's limitation of 'wherein the information received at the service aggregator is selected 
from the group consisting of device attribute information, branding information, account 
information, device serial number information, type of device information, application 
information, and last time used information." 

Because the combination of Ward and Anderson and Cook fail to disclose what 
Applicant has claimed in clam 10, Ward in view of Anderson in further view of Cook do not 
make obvious what Applicant has claimed in claim 10. Applicant therefore requests 
allowance of claim 10 and all claims dependent on claim 10. 
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Secondly: 

The Office cites Ward at col. 1 . lines 51 -67 as teaching the information received at 
the service aggregator is selected from the group consisting of device attribute information, 
account information, type of device information, application information. 

Ward at that reference teaches no such thing. Ward at the reference states: 

The present invention is directed to overcoming one or more of the problems set forth above. Briefly 
summarized, according to one aspect of the present invention, a network configuration, file is 
generated at a host computer and downloaded to a digital camera. This file contains instruction 
information for communicating with a selected destination via a communications interface. The 
digital camera includes a "send" button or LCD icon which allows the user to easily transmit one or 
more images via a wired or wireless communications interface to a desired destination, which among 
other possibilities may be an Internet Service Provider or a digital photofinishing center. When the 
user selects this option, the communications port settings, user account specifics, and destination 
connection commands are read from the network configuration file. Examples of these settings 
include serial port baud rate, parity, and stop bits, as well as account name and password. 

Applicant sees nothing above that indicates Information received at the service 

aggregator is selected from the group consisting of device attribute information, account 

information, type of device information, application information:' 

Further nowhere in Ward is there any mention of a service aggregator receiving 
device attribute information or account information or type of device information or 
application information. Applicant submits that Ward does not disclose this limitation of 
Applicant's claim 10. 

Furthermore, nowhere in Anderson or in Gook is there any mention of a service 
aggregator receiving device attribute information or account information or type of device 
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information or application information. Applicant submits that Anderson and Cook do not 
disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 1 0. 

Because Ward. Anderson, and Cook do not disclose the limitations of Applicant's 
claim 10, Ward in view of Anderson in further view of Cook does not make obvious what 
Applicant has claimed in claim i 0. Applicant therefore requests allowance of claim 10 and 
all claims dependent on claim 10. 

Thirdly: 

The Office cites Cook at col. 1 0, lines 30-50 as teaching last time used information. 

Cook at that reference teaches no such thing. Cook at the reference states: 

FIG. 7 depicts table for a user access profile in an example of ihe invention. A user access profile 
includes access information for the user, billing information, and preferences for access. Access 
information is any information or data related to providing the user access to the network 
architecture 500. Some examples of access information are user ID, password, name, account 
number, user alias, current network address, switching allowed flag, and other security information. 
Access information also include a list of services that the user has subscribed to or is allowed access 
to. In one embodiment, access information includes a cache of information that the user has accessed 
previously, Some examples of billing information are address and billing code including bank card 
numbers or prepaid account codes. Preferences for access allow the user to save choices or 
preferences to customize their access to the network architecture 400. Some examples of preferences 
for access are file formats and Quality of Service values. The user access profile may also include 
usage information such as lime of day access, day of week, usages per day, usages per week, and 
usages per month. 

Applicant sees nothing above that indicates information received at the service 
aggregator is "last time used information." Applicant submits that Cook does not disclose 
this limitation of Applicant's claim 10. 
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Furthermore, nowhere in Ward or in Cook is there any mention of a service 
aggregator receiving last time used information. 

Because Ward. Anderson, and Cook do not disclose the limitations of Applicant's 
claim 10, Ward in view of Anderson in further view of Cook does not make obvious what 
Applicant has claimed in claim i 0. Applicant therefore requests allowance of claim 10 and 
all claims dependent on claim 10. 



Claim 11 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) - Ward in view of Anderson in further 

view of Cook 

The Office at 41 states: 
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Firstly: 

Ciaim 1 1 is dependent on claim 10 which in turn is dependent on claim 1. As 
previously detailed above in the Claim 1 discussion, Ward fails to teach Applicant's ciaim 1 
limitations of: 1) the device first sending information to the service aggregator, and 2) the 
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aggregator then directing the device to communicate with a service provider. Neither 
Anderson nor Cook in view of Ward disclose or suggest these limitations as Applicant has 
claimed in either claim 1 or dependent claim 1 1 's limitation of "wherein the branding 
information is prespecified in the device/' 

Because the combination of Ward and Anderson and Cook fail to disclose what 
Applicant has claimed in clam 1 1 , Ward in view of Anderson in further view of Cook do not 
make obvious what Applicant has claimed in claim 1 1 . Applicant therefore requests 
allowance of claim 1 1 . 

Secondly: 

As discussed above at claim 1 0, Ward in view of Anderson in further view of Cook 
do not teach the claim 10 iimitation of the information being received at a service 
aggregator. Ward in view of Anderson in further view of Cook do not teach the further 
limitation of claim 1 1 wherein the branding information is prespecified in the device and the 
device first sends information to the service aggregator. Because the combination of Ward 
and Anderson and Cook fail to disclose what Applicant has claimed in clam 1 1 , Ward in 
view of Anderson in further view of Cook do not make obvious what Applicant has claimed 
in claim 1 1 . Applicant therefore requests allowance of claim 1 1 . 

Claim 12 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) - Ward in view of Anderson further in 
view of Cook 

The Office at 42 states: 
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lines 51-67) . 

Firstly: 

Claim 12 is dependent on claim 10 which in turn is dependent on claim 1. As 
previously detailed above in the Claim 1 discussion, Ward fails to teach Applicant's claim 1 
limitations of: 1 ) the device first sending information to the service aggregator, and 2) the 
aggregator then directing the device to communicate with a service provider. Neither 
Anderson nor Cook in view of Ward disclose or suggest these limitations as Applicant has 
claimed in either claim 1 or dependent claim 12"s limitation of "wherein the account 
information is input by a user." 

Because the combination of Ward and Anderson and Cook fail to disclose what 
Applicant has claimed in clam 1 2, Ward in view of Anderson in further view of Cook do not 
make obvious what Applicant has claimed in claim 1 2. Applicant therefore requests 
allowance of claim 12. 

Secondly: 

As discussed above at claim 1 0, Ward in view of Anderson in further view of Cook 
do not teach the claim 10 limitation of the information being received at a service 
aggregator. Ward in view of Anderson in further view of Cook do not teach the further 
limitation of claim 12 wherein the account information is input by a user and the device first 
sends information to the service aggregator. Because the combination of Ward and 
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Anderson and Cook fail to disclose what Applicant has claimed in clam 1 2, Ward in view of 
Anderson in further view of Cook do not make obvious what Applicant has claimed in claim 
i 2. Applicant therefore requests allowance of claim 1 2. 

Thirdly: 

The Office cites Ward at col. 1 , lines 51 -67 as teaching account information is input 
by a user. 

Ward at that reference does not teach Applicant's claim 1 1 limitation 'wherein the 

account information is input by a user." Ward at the reference states: 

The present invention is directed to overcoming one or more of the problems set forth above. Briefly 
summarized, according to one aspect of the present invention, a network configuration file is 
generated at a host computer and downloaded to a digital camera . This file contains instruction 
information for communicating with a selected destination via a communications interface. The 
digital camera includes a "send" button or LCD icon which allows the user to easily transmit one or 
more images via a wired or wireless communications interface to a desired destination , which among 
other possibilities may be an Internet Service Provider or a digital photofinishing center . When the 
user selects this option , the communications port settings, user account specifics, and destination 
connection commands are read from the nem-ork configuration file . Examples of these settings 
include serial port baud rate, parity, and stop bits, as well as account name and password. 
(Emphases added.) 

Because Ward fails to disclose this limitation and Anderson and Cook do not 

disclose this limitation as Applicant has claimed in clam 12, Ward in view of Anderson in 

further view of Cook do not make obvious what Applicant has claimed in claim 1 2. 

Applicant therefore requests allowance of claim 1 2. 



Response to OA of 04-10-2006 
Filed via EFS on 10 October 2006 



Page 54 of 63: 



Application No. 09/884741 



Appl. No. 09/884741 

Amdt. dated 10/10/2006 

Reply to Office Action of 04/10/2006 



Claim 18 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) - Ward in view of Anderson further in 
view of Cook 

The Office at 43 states: 



Firstly: 

Applicant's claim 18 is dependent on claim 1 7. Ward as discussed above in the 
Claim 1 7 discussion fails to disclose receiving at a service aggregator information from a 
device first. Ward discloses sending information to the device (camera) first. Furthermore, 
neither Anderson nor Cook discloses receiving at a service aggregator information from a 
device first. Because none of the references cited disclose this limitation or claim 1 8's 
further limitation ' wherein the information received at the service aggregator is selected 
from the group consisting of device attribute information, branding information, account 
information, device serial number information, type of device information, application 
information, and last time used information' 7 the combination of Ward and Anderson and 
Cook fails to disclose what Applicant has claimed in clam 18, Ward in view of Anderson in 
further view of Cook does not make obvious what Applicant has claimed in claim 18. 
Applicant therefore requests allowance of claim 1 8. 

Secondly: 

The Office cites Ward at col. 1 , lines 51 -67 as teaching the information received at 
the service aggregator is selected from the group consisting of device attribute information, 
account information, type of device information, application information. 

Ward at that reference teaches no such thing. Ward at the reference states: 
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The present invention is directed to overcoming one or more of the problems set forth above. Briefly 
summarized, according to one aspect of the present invention, a network configuration file is 
generated at a host, computer and downloaded to a digital camera. This file contains instruction 
information for communicating with a selected destination via a communications interface. The 
digital camera includes a "send" button or LCD icon which allows the user to easily transmit one or 
more images via a wired or wireless communications interface to a desired destination, which among 
other possibilities may be an Internet Service Provider or a digital photofinishing center. When the 
user selects this option, the communications port settings, user account specifics, and destination 
connection commands are read from the network configuration file. Examples of these settings 
include serial port baud rate, parity, and stop bits, as well as account name and password. 

Applicant sees nothing above that indicates 'information received at the service 

aggregator is selected from the group consisting of device attribute information, account 

information, type of device information, application information/' 

Further nowhere in Ward is there any mention of a service aggregator receiving 
device attribute information or account information or type of device information or 
application information. Applicant submits that Ward does not disclose this limitation of 
Applicant's claim 18. 

Furthermore, nowhere in Anderson or in Cook is there any mention of a service 
aggregator receiving device attribute information or account information or type of device 
information or application information. Applicant submits that Anderson and Cook do not 
disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 18. 

Because Ward, Anderson, and Cook do not disclose the limitations of Applicant's 
claim 1 8, Ward in view of Anderson in further view of Cook does not make obvious what 
Applicant has claimed in claim 1 8. Applicant therefore requests allowance of claim 18 and 
all claims dependent on claim 18. 
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Thirdly; 

The Office cites Cook at coi. 10, lines 30-50 as teaching last time used information. 

Cook at that reference teaches no such thing. Cook at the reference states: 

FIG, 7 depicts table for a user access profile in an example of the invention, A user access profile 
includes access information for the user, billing information, and preferences for access. Access 
information is any information or data related to providing the user access to the network 
architecture 500, Some examples of access information are user ID, password, name, account 
number, user alias, current network address, switching allowed flag, and oiher security informaiion. 
Access information also include a list of services that the user has subscribed to or is ailowed access 
to. In one embodiment, access information includes a cache of information that the user has accessed 
previously. Some examples of billing information are address and billing code including bank card 
numbers or prepaid account codes. Preferences for access allow the user lo save choices or 
preferences to customize their access to the network architecture 400. Some examples of preferences 
for access are file formats and Quality of Service values. The user access profile may also include 
usage informaiion such as lime of day access, day of week, usages per day, usages per week, and 
usages per month. 

Applicant sees nothing above that indicates information received at the service 
aggregator is "last time used information." Applicant submits that Cook does not disclose 
this limitation of Applicant's claim 18. 

Furthermore, nowhere in Ward or in Cook is there any mention of a service 
aggregator receiving last time used information. 

Because Ward. Anderson, and Cook do not disclose the limitations of Applicant's 
claim 18, Ward in view of Anderson in further view of Cook does not make obvious what 
Applicant has claimed in claim 1 8. Applicant therefore requests allowance of claim 18 and 
all claims dependent on claim 18. 
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Claims 29-30 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) - Anderson in view of Cook 

The Office at 44 states: 



Claim 29 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) - Anderson in view of Cook 

The Office at 45 states: 



1 -i ■ K i u 



ti in i -. • 1 . „ 

■ ti- 1 x .l Iiihl; . Vill ^ 
. ml in- ' ■ J-- "lUi r, Ki 

Hl-lili a-, it TT iul 1 1 - m 
-7 -1- L-Ii 1-l- I 1 ' i . -1 

.1-1 j nju-nt ri [ i_m-K n 

- -l - 1 r .l i i-n_Hi- I. 



1 i. -J_ T irit- -in 1 1/ 1" 1 1 - E"-nuiii-i, ^nl-L. 

h 1-t -lii tiiiij r -i . nf f i if -i i -t-m-iit 

1-t -lii tiiiij r -i . nf f i if -i i -t-m-iit 

, lin-. IK 'i. It i nil In- 1 — ti '-u' 
Hi- -lit- K Mi- 1-iin- Hi- t xr--Ki >ii \ -k ma> 
■ii 1 -in - f . linl-iL ] --l. n K-Lt-' il V; 
l — 1 -rj-fi nl t 'i -t . ^K-m t- In 1 

1 - I L "1 l-l -Lti 1 t" U -1 . Hlit -LL - 

1 Hi- . K-m uKjI -u 'ti i i m K 1 



Firstly: 

Claim 29 is dependent on claim 27. For the reasons discussed above and in 
"Claims 1 9-24 and 27-28 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 02(e) - Anderson" Anderson does 
not disclose 'receiving information from a device: determining if the device has access 
rights to a service provider after said receiving information from said device; and if the 
device has access rights to the service provider, sending information to the device on how 
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to contact the service provider." Cook does not disclose this limitation of claim 27 either. 
The combination of Anderson in view of Cook does not disclose this limitation, therefore it 
cannot also disclose dependent claim 29's further limitation of 'further comprises 
determining a sufficiency of a payment from a payor." Anderson in view of Cook does not 
make obvious what Applicant has claimed in claim 29. Applicant therefore requests 
allowance of claim 29 and all claims dependent on claim 29. 

Secondly: 

The Office cites Cook at col. 21 s lines 1 1 -29 as teaching determining a sufficiency of 
a payment from a payor. 

Cook at that reference does not teach Applicant's claim 29 limitation "further 
comprises determining a sufficiency of a payment from a payor." Cook at the reference 
states: 

FIG. 20 depicts a flowchart for bank card access for a connection in an example of the invention. 
FIG. 20 begins in step 2000. In step 2002, the access server 524 waits for a connection. The network 
device 512 connects to the access server 524 in step 2004. Once a connection is established, the 
database system 522 generates and transmits a logon query for the network device 512. The network 
device 5 12 transmits information identifying a billing code. In this embodiment, the information 
identifying a billing code is a response including credit card numbers to: the logon query. In other 
embodiments, the billing code is retrieved from the user access profile, The access server 524 then 
transfers the response from the network device 512 to the database system 522. The database system 
522 receives and processes the response to see if the user is known in the local database system 570 
in step/2006. If the user is known, the database system 522 logs the access information and 
authorizes to provide access to the user via the access server 524 in step 2008 before returning to 
step 2002, 
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Applicant finds no reference to "determining a sufficiency of a payment from a 
payor/' Cook does not disciose "determining a sufficiency of a payment from a payor." 
Because neither Anderson or Cook disclose this limitation of Applicant's claim 29, 
Anderson in view of Cook does not make obvious what Applicant has claimed in claim 29. 
Applicant therefore requests allowance of claim 29 and ail claims dependent on claim 29. 



Claim 30 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) - Anderson in view of Cook 

The Office at 46 states: 
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Firstly: 

Claim 30 is dependent on claim 29 which is dependent on claim 27. For the reasons 
discussed above and in "Claims i9-24 and 27-28 Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) - 
Anderson" and Claim 29 discussion, Anderson and Cook do not disclose 'receiving 
information from a device; determining if the device has access rights to a service provider 
after said receiving information from said device; and if the device has access rights to the 
service provider, sending information to the device on how to contact the service provider." 
The combination of Anderson in view of Cook does not disclose this limitation, therefore it 
cannot also disclose dependent claim 30 s further limitation of "the payor is selected from 
the group consisting of a subscriber, a non-subscriber a sponsor, and an advertiser." 
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Anderson in view of Cook does not make obvious what Applicant has claimed in claim 30. 
Applicant therefore requests allowance of claim 30. 

Secondly: 

The Office cites Cook at 4 , .". :.n ■: I ■ * .': 4 as teaching to : : . l i.£. 

f r c rti tho gi our. consisting rf a subsoi iboi , a nr n- 
suhsori] -r, .H J1--I.1U..L, .hi id r-ui adv^i tis-L. 

Cook at that reference does not teach Applicant's claim 30 limitation 'the payor is 

selected from the group consisting of a subscriber, a non-subscriber, a sponsor, and an 

advertiser.'' Cook at the reference states: 

The access server replaces the named function request with the private destination address in 
response to the determination that the private destination address exists for the named function 
request. The access server then transmits the information with the private destination address to the 
service provider. 

In another aspect of the inventions for prepaid access and bank card access, the database 

system receives information identifying a billing code for a user. The database system then processes 
the billing code to determine if the user is allowed to use the access system. The database system 
provides access to the access system in response to the determination that the user is allowed to use 
the access system. 

In another aspect of the inventions for global authentication and access card, the database 
system receives a user logon. The database system then processes the user logon to determine if the 
user is allowed access to the access communication system based on a local database system. The 
database system then provides access to the access communication system to the user in response to 
the determination that the user is allowed access based on the local database system. 

Applicant finds no reference to : 'the payor is selected from the group consisting of a 

subscriber, a non-subscriber a sponsor, and an advertiser/' Cook does not disclose "the 
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payor is selected from the group consisting of a subscriber, a non-subscriber, a sponsor, 
and an advertiser:' Because neither Anderson nor Cook disclose this limitation of 
Applicant's claim 30. Anderson in view of Cook does not make obvious what Applicant has 
claimed in claim 30. Applicant therefore requests allowance of claim 30. 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicant submits that the rejection of dependent claims not specifically addressed, 
are addressed by Applicant's arguments to the claim(s) on which they depend. 

Applicant respectfully submits that all claims are in condition for allowance and 
requests such. 

Communication via cleartext email is authorized. 

Respectfully submitted. 
Heimlich Law 
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TlieBolv 
Scriptures 



PROVI'DER, n. One who provides, furnishes or supplies: one that procures what is wanted. 
[Previous \K^p: uixhv diciif-tiiiry] [NV\s pase m she dictionary] 
provider is also found in 3 definitions: 

• cater 

• caterer 

• caterer 
(Reium io (.' [ \ hoiuo 
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AG GREGATOR, n. He that collects into a whole or mass. 

[Trt", ions i>ugt in the sliLUoiiitrvj [Xtwr p-^e m tut- dictionary] 
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